
UNITED ST ATE S DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Nat iona l O ceanic and Atmo s pher ic Admin istrat ion 
PRO G RAM PLANN ING A N D INT EGRAT ION 
S ,tvcrSpr,r,g, M srytond20910 MAY 

13 2014Dear Rev iewe r: 

In accorda nce with pro visio ns of the Nati o nal Environm ental Policy Ac t (NE PA). we e nc lose for your 
review the Final E11viro11111e11ta/ Impact Statement for Steller Sea Lion Protection Measures.for 
Groundji sh Fisheries in !he Bering Sea and Aleutian lsla11ds Ma11age 111en1 Area (FEIS). 

This FEIS is prepar ed pursuant to NEPA to assess the env ironm e ntal , soc ial , and eco no mic impa cts 
assoc iated with NOAA proceed ing with revis ions to the Ste ller sea lion protect ion measures . NOAA 
listed the wes te rn dist inct pop ulatio n seg me nt o f Ste ller sea lions as e ndangered under the Enda nge red 
Species Act and has des ignated critica l hab itat to protect hau lout. rooke ry. and forag ing loca tions 
throughout Alas ka wa ters . Thi s pro pose d action would imp leme nt management meas ures for the 
A leut ian Is land s Atka macke re l. Paci fic cod, and poll ock fisheries that minimiz e the pote ntia l fishery 
imp ac ts on Steller sea lions whi le minimi zing eco nom ic impacts on the fisher ies. to the ex te nt practicab le. 
T hese ma nagemen t meas ures wou ld disperse fishin g effo rt over time and area to minimiz e poten tial 
co mpe titio n for imp ortant Ste ller sea lion prey species. Th e protec tion meas ures are focused on the 
fis heries that ma y affec t Ste ller sea lions or the ir critica l habit at in the Aleutia n Is land s because tha t is 
whe re Steller sea lions are ex periencing population declines. 

Th e FE IS is avai lab le e lec tro nica lly o n the NMFS Alaska Regio n websi te at 
http ://a las kafisheries. noaa.2.ov/s usta inablcfi sheries/ss lpm/e is/<lefaul1.ht 111o r fro m www .reg u latio ns.2.ov 
and e nter docket numb e r "N OAA -N M FS-2012-00 13" in the sea rch bar. A print ed co py o f the FE IS ma y 
be obtain ed fro m the Res ponsible Prog ram Offi c ia l identifi ed below . 

NOAA is no t requ ired to res pond to co mme nts rece ived durin g the agency's 30 day com men t perio d as a 
result o f the issuance of the FEIS. Howeve r, NOAA will review and conside r co mments rece ived by Ju ne 
27 . 20 14, for the ir impact o n issuance o f a recor d of dec is io n (ROD ). Th e ROD wi ll be made avai lable 
publi c ly fo llow ing final age ncy act ion on or af te r November I. 20 14. Writt e n co mments on the FEIS 
may be su bmitt ed by mail or facsi mil e (fa x) to the Respo nsibl e Prog ram Offi c ial ide ntifi ed below or 
e lec tronica lly to the www .reg ulati o ns.gov portal. 

Respo nsible Prog ram Off icia l: James W. Bals ige r. Ph .D. 
Administrator, A laska Reg io n 
National Marin e Fisheries Serv ice 
National Ocea nic and Atmosphe ric Admini strati o n 
P. 0. Box 2 1668 
Jun ea u, A K, 99802 
907-586-722 1 
FAX: 907-586-7557 
Web po rtal for e lect ron ic submi ss ion o f co mments: 
www. reg ulatio ns.gov , enter docket numb er 
"NOAA -NMFS-2012 -0013" in the sea rc h bar. 

Sincere ly. 

Patri cia A. Mo ntanio 
NOAA NEPA Coo rdina tor 

Enc los ure 
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